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considers its exterior and interior compound parts, its
connection and relation with otfcer things, its tendency to
adhere to or part with surrounding objects. Pursuing his
inquiries into the past, he endeavours to make himself
acquainted with the state and condition of that object
during several periods that have elapsed; when his mind
is satisfied on this point he follows up in future the same
object, and calculates from the experience of the past what
change it may hereafter become subjected to. This study
enables him to perceive distinctly that it is subjected to
the three great laws of mutability, pain, and illusion.
This conviction once deeply seated in his soul, the sage
holds that object in supreme contempt; far from having
any affection for or attachment to it, he feels an intense
disgust at it, and longs for the possession of Neibban,
which is the exemption from the influence of mutability,
pain, and illusion.

What we have now stated is tolerably clear and intel-
ligible ; but what follows is less evident. It partakes of
that obscurity and complication so peculiar to Buddhist
metaphysics. This state of things is created and main-
tained chiefly by a mania for divisions and subdivisions
that would have puzzled even the schoolmen of the middle
ages. We have to listen to what our author says respect-
ing the method to be observed in carrying on the great
examination of all subjects of investigation. If that
labour be patiently and perseveringly prosecuted until all
the objects of inquiry be exhausted, ample and magni-
ficent shall be the reward for such labours. The sage will
be in possession of the perfect science; Neibban will
appear to him; he will long for it, and unremittingly
shape his course in its direction : in a word, he shall have
reached the acme of perfection. Seated on that lofty
position, enjoying a perfect calm in the bosom of absolute
quietism, the sage is beyond the reach of passions; there
is no illusion for him; he has cut the last thread of future
generations by the destruction of the influence of merits